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Q.1. Connection to Down East DLy

m

Henry

Tell me about your persanal and family history in Down East. How long have you or your family
been living Down East full time or part time?

Barbara

My family moved here when | was two years old in 1969. My parents still live here. They live
down in Gloucester. But | was raised in Beaufort, in town, and went to Beaufort Elementary and
middle school and high school, then moved away for college. 5o I've lived here most of my life
although I've moved away.

Henry

And you've lived Down East how long?

Barbara
Since "96. My husband and | bought this little cottage in "96.
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| Sea grasses and salt marshes have declined; sea level

imcmssmads marks 30 years [

Crossroads marks 30 years; environmental change cited
NEWS-TIMES

Published: Sunday, March 7, 2010 1:04 PM EST

MIKE SHUTAK

MOREHEAD CITY — A lot has changed in the county
during the 30 years Carteret County Crossroads has
existed as a citizens’ environmental group.

has risen and more and more shellfish waters are
closed to harvesting.

Dr. Don Field shows gn image of sea grass beds on the North

Carolina ceast. (Dylan Ray phota)

And much of that change can be attributed to coastal
development and stormwater runoff.
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Crossroads held its 30™ annual meeting at Carteret Community College Thursday evening, offering a
chance for members to take assessment on coastal issues.

Guest speakers this year were Dr. Pete Peterson of the UNC Institute of Marine Sciences and Dr. Don Field
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NQAA) lab on Pivers Island. They shared
abservations on changes that have joccurred in the county’s environment.
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P) Person [

i
A Age Gro... 7| B: Community | C:Gender 7| D:Generations Dopwn E... 7| E : Opinion - Pace of De... 7| F: Township 7

22 - DEDDS B0-59 Otway Male 1 about right Straits

23 - DEDDS E0- 69 Marzhallberg Female 3 or more too fast Marshallberg
24 : DEOO 60-69 Stacy Female 3 or more about right Stacy

25 - DEO11 50- 59 Stacy Female 3 or more too slow Stacy

26 : DEO12 E0- 65 williston Female 2 undecided Smyrna

27 - DEO13 50-59 Straits Male 3 or more too fast Straits

28 : DEO14 60 - 63 Bettie Male 1 too fast Straits

29 : DEO15 60-69 Sea Level Male 3 or more undecided Sea Level
30 : DEO16 70-79 Sea Level Male 3 or more too fast Sea Level

31 : DEO17 50- 59 Cedar Island Male 3 or more too slow Cedar Island
32 . DEO1S 30-39 Gloucester Female 3 or more too fast Straits

33 - DEO19 50-59 Sea Level Male 3 or more too fast Sea Level
34 - DEDZ20 60-69 Straits Male none about right Straits

35 : DED21 80- 83 Cedar |sland Male 3 or more too slow Cedar Island
36 - DEDZ2 70-79 Atlantic Female 3 or more too slow Atlantic

37 : DEDZ23 50- 59 Atlantic Female 3 or more too slow Atlantic

38 : DE024 70-79 Atlantic Male 3 or more too fast Atlantic

35 - DEDZS 70-79 Davis Male 3 or more too slow Davis

40 : DED26 60-69 Gloucester Male 2 too fast Straits

41 - DEDZT7 50- 59 Smiyrna Male 1 about right Smyrna
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Barbara

Well, the one thing is that it's very low. The land is so low and the water table is so high. And it's
tough for people to get septic permits. As environmental standards have gotten more stringent,
some local people that have inherited land are finding that they can’t get a permit, or they have
but they have to install a very, very expensive pretreatment system, which is too much to pay
for. And so |'ve seen it be a challenge for local people who are trying to stay where they grew
up. And so that's a big limiting factor right now for development, which is okay. But it's
interesting. Sometimes it's tough when people can’t build the house on their land that they
inherited or can't do anything with their land, but | understand the limitations also. It's critical
to maintain the water quality.

There are people who have even purchased land that they were told could get a system or
thought could get a system or just sort of in an unofficial way looks like it. There are options
and there are hard luck sort of considerations that the county tries to help people. But it'sa
balance between helping people who have these hardship situations and protecting the
environment. And that's difficult as the person on the ground telling the landowner, “Sorry,”
and especially when it's not a developer. It's just a young couple or something.

Henry
So do you think that that's the major sort of limiting factor, environmental factor impacting
development in Down East?
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The greenery, the marshes. Those marshes need to stay there. They don't need to be _ 7_\/(\//7_5*17‘«:3_
messed with. Just like the sand on the beaches. Those beaches have changed from day one. /\\‘—(0)7—_:\:Z '\ W
They're gonna keep changing until the end of time. And these people that build their houses e e —
right down on the beach — it never ceases to amaze me because that sand is going to move. = 'ﬁ“b\%’—r‘éh%
It's going to change with the wind and the storms. Every time a storm comes, that sand’s

gonna shift. It might shift back eventually, but not tomorrow. And you keep putting all this
sand in there, | mean, it's time for that to be gone, it's gonna be gone.
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Basically, there were concerned people because of a marina that had been proposed here
ted to dredge th
sed to do that. I
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|nvo|\red in that thmg and she got involved with the Coastal Federation at that time and that i
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() Development

Negative attitude Barbara

Well it's a major one. Water quality in general and— | don’t know all of the issues related to

larger scale development, but yeah | think that a lot of the easy land that can be approved

easily has already been developed. It's very low. And sea level rises. And so | think that that
oblem is only gonna get worse.

Sea level
‘Water quality
Cases

+ MName

= /, Interview participants
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Charles

The people make it special. Most of the folks here are native people, you know and they
tolerate the dingbatters like me. It's the fact that commercial fishermen make up the fiber and

the backbone of this community. It's the fact that you hal\.re little bungalows like this instead of ,,
iR
FAT DT
1 Dingbatters - is this a local slang term? Find out what this means,
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Regular vohnteer with StarightEvervday Providing Personal
Children’s Foundation helping person with  resourcing lconnection or
with fundraising and wish passion for assistance to  experience wil =
granting helping others  'others by giving a cause (for
and the wvour power,  example, canc

[Used to help organize Church |(Community-  Deoing

jsocials. Enjoyed it because I minded person something for
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representing consumers in people. Must beshare their
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C+,4 Volunteering experience

Interviewer: Have you done any voluntesr work?

Anna:Yes, | had. And | still do.

Interviewer: What did you do, and when?

Anna: | am currently registered as a volunteer for the Starlight Childre
fundraising events and wish-granting activities.

Interviewer: How was the experience?

Anna: The experience of granting a wish is extremely rewarding and re
make such a meaningful difference to a family that is going through s
memories that will last a lifetime.

| have also assisted a big charity with their annual Christmas toy and h
able to bring a smile to the faces of families at a time many of us take |
this again in future.

| have also taken part in tree planting for Landcare. This was quite diff
done. Gardening and the environment aren't hight priorities for me sc
something different - doing my bit for future generations.

Interviewer: Would you do more in future?

Anna: | would definitely consider volunteering in the future if | have th
:
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